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Although high school basketball is just around the corner, there are many die-hard ballers who still thirst for the high level of competition usually reserved for the spring and summer.  This past weekend, Ced Canty and Jacoby Davis’ Elite 75 Prep Sports’ organization held their Third Annual Elite 75 Freshman/Middle Classmen Camp at Ashbrook High School in Gastonia, North Carolina. 

Although the third year camp was more of a regional event, which drew most of its players from North Carolina, Virginia and South Carolina, the competition level and excellent exposure opportunities were enough to attract players from as far away as Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, West Virginia and Ohio. 

In addition to the Buckeye Prep Report, the list of talent evaluators at the event included Dave Telep (Scout.com), Rob Harrington (Prep Stars), Pat Stanwood (Hoop Scoop) Tom Jones (TJ Hoops) and Spencer Pulliam (Generation Next). In addition to the scouting services, there were a handful of small college coaches on hand to watch the action.

The approximately 160 plus freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors who attend the camp were divided among 16 teams, and each team played four games over the course of two days.  In addition to the 5-on-5 competition, the camp featured slam-dunk and 3-point shooting contests on the second day of the event. 

The 3-point shooting contest winner was Stevie Taylor, a 5’8 freshman PG from Gahanna, Ohio (Lincoln High School) and the slam-dunk contest winner was Andre Marhold, a 6’7 senior WF from Charlotte, North Carolina (North Mecklenburg HS). Second place finishers for both contests were Tim Quinn (Ashbrook HS) and Korron Johnson (Mount Zion Christian Academy), respectively.

Top Performers (Alphabetical)
	CLASS
	NAME
	HT.
	POS.
	HOMETOWN (ST) SCHOOL

	2008
	Malik Stitt
	5’11
	PG
	Charlotte (NC) East Mecklenburg

	2008
	Chaz Thomas
	6’4 
	WF
	Charlotte (NC) Hickory Grove

	2009
	Karron Johnson
	6’9
	WF
	Durham (VA) Mount Zion Christian Academy

	2009
	Andre Marhold
	6’7
	WF
	Charlotte (NC) North Mecklenburg

	2009
	Luke Davis
	5’10 
	PG/WG
	Raleigh (NC) Broughton

	2009
	John Parham
	6’3
	WG
	Charlotte (NC) South Mecklenburg

	2009
	Garrett Bridges
	6’2
	WG
	Durham (NC) Mount Zion

	2009
	Odell Turner
	6’5
	PF
	Charlotte (NC) Myers Park

	2010
	Mani Dias
	 6’6
	C
	Charlotte (NC) Harding

	2010
	Elijah Johnson
	5’11
	PG
	Creedmoore (NC) South Granville

	2010
	C..J. Leslie
	6’8
	WF
	Raleigh (NC) Word of God

	2010
	Kenyon McNeal
	6‘1 
	WG
	Conway (AR) Conway

	2010
	Maurice Nash
	6’3
	WF
	Raleigh (NC) Wakefield

	2010
	Preston Purifoy 
	6’3 
	WG
	Conway (AR) Conway

	2010
	Javaris Rhode
	6’2
	WF
	Greenwood (SC) Greenwood

	2011
	Brian Darden Jr.
	6’0
	PG
	Hampton (VA) Phoebus

	2011
	Jacoby Davis II
	6’1
	PG
	Charlotte (NC) Vance

	2011
	Michael Gbinije
	6’5
	WG
	Richmond (VA) Evangel Christian

	2011
	Lavon Harper
	6’8
	PF
	Farmville (VA) Fuqua

	2011
	Brandon Hayman
	6’1
	WG
	Atlanta (GA) Gwinnett Science & Math

	2011
	Eric Moody
	6’0
	PG
	Richmond (VA) Evangel Christian

	2011
	Jayvaughn Pressley
	6’7
	C
	Charlotte (NC) Waddell

	2011
	Marquise Rankin
	5’9
	PG/WG
	Charlotte (NC) Vance

	2011
	Larry Savage
	6’5
	WF
	Onancock (VA) Nandua

	2011
	Stevie Taylor
	5’8
	PG
	Gahanna (OH) Lincoln

	2011
	Marvin Whitt
	5’9
	PG
	Birmingham (AL) Vestavia

	2011
	Quayshad Williams
	6’7
	C
	Greensboro (NC) Eastern

	2012 
	Justin Anderson
	6’5
	PF
	Spotsylvania (VA) Spotsylvania MS

	2012
	James Ford
	6’2
	WF
	Richmond (VA) Evangel Christian


Top Performer Notes

Chaz Thomas, (2008) a 6'4 wing forward from Charlotte, North Carolina (Hickory Grove), is a bouncy athlete who plays above the rim.  Thomas dunks with power and easily absorbs contact while finishing plays.  

Karron Johnson, (2008) a 6'9 wing forward from Durham, North Carolina (Mt. Zion Christian Academy), was the most heralded player coming into the camp.  Needless to say, Johnson’s play justified the hype surrounding his appearance.  Johnson has a great body; super explosiveness and can knock down a perimeter shot if left unguarded.  Johnson already possesses a college ready body and a game ready for the next level.  Johnson was truly a joy to watch.

Andre Marhold, (2009) a 6'7 wing forward from Charlotte, North Carolina (North Mecklenburg), was simply a beast all weekend long. Marhold exhibited athleticism, aggressiveness, and explosiveness as he tried to dunk everything in sight.  Marhold has a solid frame and is very skilled.  Marhold’s explosiveness was evident by a highlight play on day one when he went baseline and caught a nasty alley oop, which he dunked with authority. Oh yea, Marhold’s performance in the slam-dunk contest was quite impressive!

Javaris Rhode, (2010) a 6'2 wing guard from Greenwood, South Carolina (Greenwood), has good size for his position, passes the ball well, and does a good job of controlling the tempo of the game.  I was really impressed with the way Rhode played with poise throughout the event.  

C.J. Leslie, (2010) a 6'6 wing forward from Raleigh, North Carolina (Holly Springs), was one of the better long-term prospects in the event.  Leslie, a NC State commit, is a very long, lean and athletic kid who is only going to get better.  From his play at the event, it is clear Leslie prefers to play on the perimeter rather than mix it up in the paint. Fortunately, he has some of the skills necessary to be effective.  As he gains strength from his solid play over the course of the weekend, it was clear to see why the Wolfpack has offered a scholarship this early in Leslie’s development.

Kenyon McNeal, (2010) a 6'1 wing guard from Conway, Arkansas (Conway), was one of the better guards at the event.  I was most impressed with McNeal’s handle, the ability to hit the open shots, and the way he played within himself.  McNeal was very efficient with the rock while missing very few shots and making very few mistakes.

Maurice Nash, (2010) a 6'3 wing forward from Raleigh, North Carolina (Wakefield), was a nice looking athlete with a strong and athletic build.  Nash also showed a great deal of explosiveness as he relentlessly attacked the cup every time I watched him play.

Elijha Johnson, (2010) a 5'11 point guard from Creedmore, North Carolina (South Granville), was another solid guard who did a good job of using his solid handle to gain separation from his defender.  Although he sometimes tried to do a little too much, Johnson was solid and proved that he could score from the perimeter. 

Jacoby Davis II, (2010) a 6'0 combo guard from Charlotte, North Carolina (Vance), had an outstanding camp.  Davis is a strong guard who uses his size and strength to attack the cup. Once he gets up a head of steam there are few defenders who can stop him from getting all the way to the rack. With his solid frame, Davis has no problem finishing with contact. Davis put up big numbers in a couple of the games I watched.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Brian Darden, (2010) a 6’0 point guard from Hampton, Virginia (Phoebus), is a crafty point guard with good size, strength, and a solid handle.  Darden was aggressive to the bucket and often finished with contact.  I was really impressed with Darden’s defense intensity and the way he played with fire and passion.  Darden plays with a bit of an edge and he loves to use size advantage to slash to the bucket.  Although he sometimes gets a little to fancy with his dribble, Darden handles the ball well and does a fantastic job of distributing the rock to open teammates.  

Stevie Taylor, (2011) a 5'8 point guard from Gahanna, Ohio (Lincoln), logged in another solid camp performance.  As he so often does, in the second game of day one, he exploded for 7 treys and 30 plus points.  Taylor is best known for his quickness and a killer cross over which he uses to gain easy separation from his defender.  Not only can Taylor score the ball, he does a good job of finding open teammates with pinpoint passes. Finally, Taylor’s 1st place finish in the 3-point shooting contest solidified his reputation as a long-range shooter, but his weapon of choice is a nice little mid-range pull up of the bounce. Taylor is already receiving interest from a number of high major schools including: Tennessee, Cincinnati, Georgetown, West Virginia, Ohio State, Akron, Stanford, Marshal, Baylor, Dayton, Butler and Bowling Green.  Of those schools, only Akron has offered at this point.

Larry Savage, (2011) a 6’5 PF from Hampton, Virginia (Nandua), followed up a great U-14 AAU National’s performance with solid play at this event.  Savage is very aggressive both offensively and defensively and he combines power with a soft touch to score in the paint.  Savage is well built with nice athleticism.  Although he has only recently gained national notoriety, look for Savage to draw attention from high major programs.

Lavon Harper, (2011) a 6'8 power forward from Farmville, Virginia, (Fuqua), is long, lean and has the potential to be a long-term post prospect.  Like most kids his age, Harper needs to increase his strength and gain weight. Harper’s potential was on display when he matched up with Larry Savage in the final game of the event.  Harper was clearly motivated to match up with Savage as he appeared much more aggressive than in earlier games I watched.  During the course of the game, Harper blocked several of Savage’s shots. As Harper’s offensive skill package increases so will looks from major D-I programs.

Marquise Rankin, (2011) a 5'11 combo guard from Charlotte, North Carolina (Vance), is a solid guard prospect who has a solid handle, attacks the cup and always seems to play under control.  Rankin also does a good job of distributing the rock to fellow teammates.  If you fall asleep on Rankin defensively, he will go right to rack on you for a bucket.  Since Rankin tweaked his ankle on Saturday, I did not get a chance to see him the next day.

Quayshaw Williams, (2011) a 6'7 center from Greensboro, North Carolina (Eastern), has a solid frame, is strong and has a nice touch around the basket.  Although he is still a little raw at this point, and he relies on his size and athleticism, as his skill set catches up to his athleticism, look for Williams to be a solid D-1 prospect going forward.

Brandon Hammons, (2011) a 6'1 combo guard from Atlanta, Georgia (Gwinett Science and Math), opened a few eyes at this event.  Although not very flashy, Hammon’s blue collar like performance was compliment to his more heralded teammates. Throughout the weekend, Hammons showed good vision, strength and consistently finished well in traffic.  Hammons has good size for his position and he does a good job of pushing the rock and finding open teammates.  

Keep an eye on Jayvaughn Pressley, (2011) a 6'8 center from Charlotte, North Carolina (Waddell), because, as this kid develops greater skills, he has a chance to emerge as a solid post prospect.  Because he played on a guard-dominated team (that’s putting it kindly), he did not get many touches, despite setting solid picks, posting up, and calling for rock.  Consequently, when he did get a crum, he sometimes took ill-advised shots out of frustration. However, more times than not, Pressley scored when he got the rock. Despite being a little a little raw right now, Presley has all the physical tools (length, size and more room to grow) to realize his potential.

Erik Moody, (2011) a 6'0 point guard from Richmond, Virginia (Benedictine), had a stand out performance in one of the games I watched.  In that game, Moody did a solid job of penetrating and dishing the ball to open teammates.  Not only did he rack up several assists, he shot the ball well when open.  Moody has a smooth game and although he is more crafty than quick, he still gets in the paint when he wants to. When Moody is on his game he is very productive.

Michael Gbinije, (2011) a 6'5 shooting guard from Richmond, Virginia (Evangel Christian), is a new addition to an already talented Richmond Squires squad.  This was the first time I had a chance to see Gbinije play and I couldn’t help but be impressed with his athleticism, length, and aggressiveness.  Gbinije rebounded the ball well, finished in traffic, and blocked numerous shots.  Gbinije gets off his feet well and has a very quick second jump.  I liked Gbinije’s versatility and his ability to play both wing positions. He even pulled up for a trey off the bounce.  This kid may have had as much upside potential as any play at the event.
Justin Anderson, (2012) a 6'5 wing forward from Spotsylvania, Virginia (2012), demonstrated his superior athleticism throughout the weekend.  Anderson has freakish athleticism for a kid his age and he also showed good vision as he dropped several nice looking dimes. As his handle and perimeter shot continues to improve, Anderson will solidify himself as one of the top players in the class of 2012. 

James Ford, (2012) a 6'2 wing forward from Richmond, Virginia, logged in a solid camp performance in Charlotte.  For his age, Ford showed a lot of poise, and was not at all intimidated by the older and the more experienced players in the camp.  

Honorable Mention (Alphabetical)
	CLASS
	NAME
	HT.
	POS.
	HOMETOWN (ST) SCHOOL

	2008
	Daniel Jordan
	6’5
	WF
	Charlotte (NC) Hopewell

	2009
	Isaiah Goldwire
	6’5
	WF
	Charlotte (NC) East Mecklenburg

	2009
	Trent Turner
	5’11
	PG/WG
	Gastonia (NC)  Ashbrook

	2009
	Cory Davis
	6’6
	WF
	Charlotte (NC) Hickory Grove

	2010
	Christopher Lawrence
	6’4
	WF
	Mt. Holly (NC) South Point

	2010
	Justin Maxwell
	6’4 
	WG
	Aiken (SC) Aiken

	2010
	Jamar Simmons
	6’2
	PG
	Charlotte (NC) Olympic

	2011
	Kentral Boyd
	6’4 
	PF
	Gastonia (NC) East Gaston

	2011
	Devince Boykins
	6’2
	PG
	Forrest City (NC) East Rutherford

	2011
	Rhasaan Britten
	6’1 
	WG
	Fayetteville (NC) Douglas Byrd

	2011
	Matt Giorski
	6’10
	C
	Richmond (VA) Cosby

	2011
	Emanuel McClain
	5’4
	PG
	Raleigh (NC) Garner

	2011
	Brian Miller
	5’10
	PG
	Durham (NC) Northern

	2011
	Frankie Smalls
	6’4
	WF
	Philadelphia (PA) Neumann Goretti

	2011
	Tyrone Thorpe
	6’0
	PG/WG
	Durham (NC) C.E. Jordan


As has been the case in each of the past two events, the Elite 75 Camp was well run, well attended, and represented an enjoyable weekend of basketball.  On the heels of this event comes Dinos Trigonis’ All-South Frosh/Soph Camp at Norcross High School in Norcross, Georgia.  The second year event promises to be another excellent fall showcase for those players and parents who simply can’t get enough competitive hoops. Look for my full report at the conclusion of that event.

As always, if you have any comments about or suggestions for future reports, or you would like the Buckeye Prep Report to cover your event, please feel free to email me at Taylorobe@aol.com.  Don’t forget to visit our site @ www.BuckeyePrepReport.com for news and information about youth basketball from around the nation.
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